   Timberlake Christian Schools Elementary Grades 1 – 5
  Questions Asked Most Often

· What curriculum do you use?  

The specific names are listed on the included textbook listing.  We do not use just one publisher although most are Christian publishers. We have tried to select what we feel is the strongest publication in each subject and strive to present every subject Biblical worldview.  Students are prepared with a solid foundation spiritually and academically.

 “I especially like the math curriculum and how it promotes deeper level thinking . . . High educational standards”—comments from current TCS parents

· What type of accreditation do you have?

TCS is fully accredited by the Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI).  This organization is approved by the Virginia Council for Private Education as authorized by the Virginia State Board of Education.  All subjects are taught by qualified, degreed teachers who are certified by ACSI.

· What resource classes do the elementary children attend?

Elementary students attend music twice weekly, PE twice weekly (in 1 of 2 well-equipped gyms); computer, art, Spanish, and library meet once during the week.  Classes have daily recess unless they meet with their gym class. 
“I love the art, Spanish, computer and PE plus music and chapel . . . the overall is 100% . . . Strong academics in a Christ-centered atmosphere”—comments from current TCS parents
· What is the average class size in the elementary?

Our class size averages around 15 – 16 students.

“Low classroom size—more attention to individual participation in class . . . Smaller classes”—comments from current TCS parents

· Do you have a hot lunch program? How can I pay for lunches?

We serve a hot lunch everyday.  Please see the attached sheet for a sample menu and prices—each month a menu is sent home with elementary students and is also posted on the website.  Students can pay for their lunches daily or parents can send in money so that students can use money from their “account.”

· Do the children have chapel each week?

Children in grades 1 – 3 alternate chapel with grades 4 – 5 each week.  Students have Bible daily except on chapel days.  Our pastoral staff, other local pastors and visiting missionaries speak in chapel.

Why choose TCS?  “. . . for a spiritual education—one that emphasizes a relationship to Christ without de-emphasizing academics”—comment from current TCS parent

· What is the daily schedule like?

School begins at 8:20 a.m.  We ask that students arrive by 8:10 so that they can unpack and be prepared for the day. Students may arrive as early as 7:45 at Campus II without charge.  Teachers supervise in the elementary waiting area until the bell rings at 8:10 for students to go to their classrooms.  School ends at 3:05 and parent-pick up is from 3:05 – 3:30. After 3:30 students go to extended care (see below).
· Do you offer care before or after school?

We offer care before school starting at 6:30 a.m.  All elementary students are at Campus I before school and are shuttled to Campus II at 8:10.  After school care is provided from 3:30 – 5:30 at Campus II.  Details and fees are listed on the fee schedule in the application.

· Do you have a special place where students are dropped off/picked up?

We have an elementary entrance where all elementary students should enter and exit.  Teachers are on duty inside from 7:45 until 8:10 when students are excused to go to classrooms.  After school, teachers oversee students getting into their cars at this same entrance as parents come through the traffic line.
“Higher quality education . . . Strong academics in a Christ-centered atmosphere”—comments from current TCS parents
· Do you have a uniform policy?

Our students must wear official TCS shirts (polo or oxford type) that come in various colors.  These shirts as well as jackets and sweaters if desired may be purchased at two different vendors locally.  Boys wear plain pants in selected colors (navy, black, gray, brown, khaki or blue denim jeans in good condition).  Girls may wear plain slacks in navy, black, gray, brown, or khaki, or they may wear plain skirts or jumpers of the same colors as listed.  Students may wear tennis shoes but may not wear backless shoes. 
“It is a good, solid, Christian education with teachers and staff that truly care . . . Overall a very well put-together program”—comments from current TCS parents

· Do the children go on field trips?

The students in each grade attend at least two field trips yearly.  Parents are welcome to attend with their child.

Examples of places visited are the Monacan Indian Village at Natural Bridge, the Science Museum of Western VA, Poplar Forest, and the Layman Family Farm.

“Wonderful teachers and staff . . . It has been a true blessing to watch my child learn so much and know the Lord”—comments from current TCS parents

· Are parents involved in the school?

Parents are very involved in our elementary program, particularly in the lower grades.  Parents help in the lunchroom, classroom, with parties and field trips, art projects, and Junior Achievement instruction.
“The GOD-centered education is very pleasing to see . . . I can see a difference . . . Reinforces what we teach at home, so we do not have to perform damage control i.e. from public school . . . Spiritual training, classmates and families with similar values”—comments from current TCS parents

· Do you offer music lessons?

We offer band and keyboard in conjunction with American Independent Music Association.  Parents pay a separate fee for those lessons.

· Do you offer sports programs in the elementary school?

TCS works in conjunction with Timberleague, a ministry of Timberlake Baptist Church, to offer a complete seasonal athletic program for grades K – 6.  We do not recruit students for athletics.

· What are some special features of your school?

a) Every classroom at TCS has an ETC—Electronic Teaching Station which includes an LCD projector.  Teachers can easily access websites, DVDs, PowerPoints, etc. and display on the screen at the front of the room to enhance curriculum and create interest.
“I love the curriculum and all that my child is learning . . . Godly example in teachers/faculty”—comments from current TCS parents
b) TCS offers a web-based school management software program with a feature for parents called ParentsWeb.  ParentsWeb gives all TCS parents the ability to see their child’s report cards, grades, homework, lesson plans, and attendance records from anywhere via the web.

c) Students in each grade level will choose and develop a unique missions emphasis/focus that will continue through the entire school year and will build by grade level. Students will begin with developing and then reinforcing an awareness of what God’s commission is to them as believers and the needs that exist around them and around the world.  Projects in which they have regularly participated are Operation Christmas Child (shoeboxes), International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church, raising money for orphanages and needy children in other countries as well as writing letters, sending pictures, and small gifts. The missions focus culminates in gr. 12 with a senior missions trip to various countries such as Romania, Costa Rica, etc.

 “This year my daughter has really been inspired by missions and what a missionary is—already (has) a missions heart”—comment from current TCS parent
d) Our leveled computer program begins in grade 1, with children learning to use Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, Excel, Publisher, etc.  The computer projects they work on are integrated with their classroom curriculum.

e) Our elementary students learn how to write a formal paper.  They begin in grade 3 with a focus on developing paragraphs about Lynchburg; continue with a report on VA in grade 4, and then a South American country in grade 5.  They learn to use note cards, develop an outline, a bibliography, etc. This process continues through the secondary grades. 

f) In order for admission to TCS, older students (grade 9 – 12) must obtain a pastoral reference as well as maintain regular church involvement.  Our goal is not to produce “good” students, but to produce Godly students.

g) Due to our size of school and classroom, our faculty and staff learn to know each child personally.  For example, our secretaries know every child who comes to the office with a need.  Cafeteria staff, librarian, and others learn to know your child’s name, background and special needs. 

“I was blown away by the Christian ideals and dedication of the staff and also the family atmosphere.  TCS is academically impressive too”—comment from current TCS parent

