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“The TCS Booster Club is organized to help provide support to the TCS Athletic Department” Quoted from Pg 28, TCS Student Handbook.

After serving as President of the Booster Club for only 4 months, I have learned that many parents do not have a clear understanding of what the Booster Club does or how it does it.  I hope the following outline will clarify some of those misunderstandings.
Goal
The primary goal of the TCS Booster Club is to coordinate fund-raising efforts needed to support the various athletic teams at TCS.    The Booster Club works closely with the Athletic Director and school administration to insure that all of our teams have the uniforms and equipment needed to participate in the various sports.   

In general, the teams fielded by TCS are a function of interest displayed by our students.     Over the last several years, TCS has participated in the following sports for middle school, junior varsity, and varsity as student participation allows:
Fall:

Boys Soccer and Girls Volleyball

Winter:  
Boys/Girls Basketball and Cheerleading
Spring:
Boys/Girls Soccer, Boy’s Golf, and Girls Softball

Expenses
As an example, the cost of new uniforms for one of the girls’ basketball teams this winter was $1100.      Multiply this amount by the number of teams at TCS and you can see how quickly uniform costs add up and then you also have to include the equipment needed for all of these teams.   If the costs of equipment and uniforms had to be covered by the athletic fee charged for each sport, then this fee could easily become cost prohibitive for many families.

Fund Raising Activities

The athletic fee from each child along with the gate receipts go to the athletic department.  This money is used to cover transportation expenses to away games and to pay for the officials at home games.   The Booster Club does not receive anything from the athletic fees, gate admissions, or season passes.
The Booster Club raises money through the concession stand, membership fees, and specialized fund raising efforts.   The Booster Club also has TCS apparel (T-shirts, sweat shirts, hats, gym bags, etc) for sale through the school office, on-line, or whenever the concession stand is open.
The concession stand is our largest fund-raising effort that runs throughout the fall and winter.   We provide snacks, sandwiches, drinks, and of course milk shakes at competitive prices.   One way to look at the concession stand is that it allows the visiting teams and their families to help pay for the uniforms that our children wear.
Awards Banquet and After-Party

One of the highlights of the spring is the awards banquet where we acknowledge the athletic and academic achievements of our students.   The Booster Club is responsible for planning and decorating for this big event.  In addition, the Booster Club coordinates an after-party to provide a fun and safe environment for our kids after the banquet is over.     The whole purpose of this night is to reward our students for the hard work that they put into the classroom and practice field.

Help Needed
Every child that plays a sport receives financial support from the Booster Club.   We would hope that parents would be interested in joining the Booster Club and working within the Booster Club to help provide that support.
Specifically we need help in the following areas:
-  
We need more parents to work in concessions either before or after your child’s game.   If every parent who has a child playing sports would volunteer to work in the concession stand, no one would have to work more than once or twice per season.
-
Planning for the Award’s Banquet and After-Party.

- 
Decoration before the Award’s Banquet and/or clean-up on Sat morning afterwards.
-
We need help getting donations for the prizes given away during the after-party and chaperones during the party.

Conclusion

Our children and their coaches spend a lot of time and effort preparing and participating in the various athletic teams.   We need your help to insure that the TCS Booster Club continues to provide the financial support that our children need to participate in these sports.   Please contact the school office, the Booster Club by e-mail at boosters@tcs4u.org, or come by the concession stand during the up-coming basketball season to join the booster club, volunteer to help, or just for more information.  In addition to helping our children and our school, the Booster Club is a great way to meet other TCS parents.
